












RECIPROCALITY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HALF-TIMBER STRUCTURE  








Forest resources, as source of building materials, influence obviously the development of building types. 
The half-timber construction shows also a strong reciprocity with the past decline of forest in Europe. 
The flourishing medieval civilization, fully dependent on wood, caused the forest resource shortage. The 
consumption of firewood and construction lumbers was legally controlled. The half-timber framings that 
can realize large multi-story buildings with posts and beams were considered material saving 
construction in towns. This paper discusses the development of half-timber construction from the 
viewpoint of historical forest resource management. 
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